








October 2007
NOVEMBER COVERED DISH SUPPER & MEETING

DATE:


Sunday, November 18, 2007
TIME:


5:00 p.m.

LOCATION:

Fairmount Presbyterian Church Community House
247 Old Turnpike Road, Fairmount.

We are privileged to welcome Dominick Mazzagetti as our speaker for the covered dish supper in November.  Dominick is a well known, well established history writer for the Hunterdon County Democrat.  He will share his knowledge about the civil war and more particularly the 15th regiment of New Jersey volunteers.  Company A and Company G were both volunteers from Hunterdon County.  He will talk about the letters that came from the front of the war.  He reports that there is a great deal of material available and we look forward to hearing about our part during the Civil War – 1860-1865.

The dinner always proves to be a highlight of the season.

There will be a brief meeting during which slips of paper will be distributed.  The By-laws indicate that there is to be an election of officers each year.  You will be asked to list three names of people to serve on the Nominating Committee.  They will submit names for the offices of President and Secretary for the years 2008-2010 at the January 20, 2008 Annual Meeting.

The Society will provide the main courses of ham and lasagne and the beverages.  Call Lyn Rahenkamp (908-236-2892) to indicate your choice of covered dish (salad, casserole or dessert) which you will bring.
NEW SOCIETY MEMBERS

We extend a warm welcome to our newest members:


Ms. Beverly Scancella



Lebanon


Mrs. Ellen Dec




Califon


Mr. Tom Schroth




Oldwick

Mr. Robert Mannino




Lebanon
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Weber



Oldwick

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Kane



Lebanon

CHRISTMAS ANTIQUE SHOW

The Christmas Antique Show will be held at the Old Turnpike School, Route 517, Fairmount, on Saturday, December 1 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, December 2 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The management of this show consists of Ellen Katona and Bob Lutz.    They are now enjoying their 4th year of successful shows for the Tewksbury Historical Society and will showcase 55 quality dealers.  The chair of the show is Lyn Rahenkamp, who can be reached at 908-236-2892.

The admission is $7.00 per person or $6.00 with a card, available from the Society.  Get yours at the meeting on November 18.
FLEA MARKET


The 13th annual flea market was a rounding success!  We had 79 vendors pay $ 25 each for a space with over $ 700 of items sold at the Society’s space.  Thanks to all the members and residents who donated items to sell.  Our net income was $ 2,388, one of the highest in many years.  

THE ART SHOW 2007 – A SMASHING SUCCESS

Co-chairs Alice Walters and Kathy Halsey need to be commended on the great success achieved by the 18th annual Show.  The gala preview took place on Tuesday evening, October 2.  Artists and guest enjoyed the buffet table provided by Leslie Canaday, her able Committee, and members of the Society.  Artists received their awards at this event.  The Show then continued from Wednesday through Saturday.  Kathy and Alice report a gross income of 
$ 64,503 as compared to a gross income of $ 38,201 in 2006, a 59 % INCREASE in gross income.

Thank you to all of you who helped in making this successful!!  The contributing committees were:  food, publicity, sales, and judges. All the people (who worked on receiving on Friday and Saturday, storing of art on Saturday afternoon, putting up the boards on Sunday, preparing for the judges, preparing for the elaborate buffet, sales, and finally the taking down on Saturday) are to be highly commended.  The show could not go on without you!!


Don’t forget - when each show goes down, the Art Show Committee immediately begins work on the art show for the following year.  They are already at work.  They are looking for new members at all levels to join the Committee so if you’d like join please call Alice at 908-832-2369.
LORD & TAYLOR BENEFIT BASH
The Lord & Taylor Benefit Bash was held on Wednesday October 10, 2007 at the Lord & Taylor store in the Bridgewater Commons Mall.  The Historical Society was one of several organizations to be selected from Hunterdon County to participate.  Alice Walters, Elinor Peter,Mary Elizabeth Young and Shaun Van Doren all served as hosts. The Society sold over 60 tickets for $ 5.00 each of which the Society retains 100 %.  Additionally we also benefited from tickets sold that day.  Shoppers were able to take advantage of outstanding sales and price benefits.  

THE STRYKER DOLLHOUSE HAS RETURNED

In 2003, a dollhouse was given to the Historical Society by John (Rick) Brady of Oldwick – a replica of the Stryker house in Oldwick.  This is the 2nd house on the west side of Route 517 north of Tewksbury Fine Wines.  


The dollhouse was made by Luther Beiswanger for his wife Catherine (known as Kato).  They lived in Basking Ridge, NJ.  Kato was afflicted with rheumatoid arthritis.  The dollhouse was a project they could both enjoy.  They drove around, looking for a house for Luther to use as a model.  Luther was an engineer, so this was going to be a fun project for him.  As luck would have it, they liked a house in Oldwick.  They rang the doorbell to ask the owner if they could take some pictures and make some measurements.  The owner of the house was William H. (Will) Stryker.  He was a widower who married a widow Mabel Eick.  The house used for the replica was originally Mabel’s house.  Will, Mabel and the Beiswanger’s became good friends.  This friendship accounts for the accuracy and detail of the dollhouse, including lighting and matching wallpaper in every room.  Will Stryker died in 1985 at age 99; Mabel died in 1991 at the age of 94.  The age of the dollhouse is approximately 25-30 years old.
It was in a state of disrepair at the time it was received and was in need of restoration.  Shaun Van Doren was able to secure a grant of $ 500 through the Hunterdon County Cultural & Heritage Commission.  The Doll House Factory of Lebanon was contracted to perform the work, which began in late 2004.  It was returned to our Headquarters, 60 Water Street, Mountainville on September 27, 2007.  The total cost of the restoration was $ 6,885, money well spent to preserve this timeless treasure.
It truly is a work of art – the outside shingles have been painted, sanded, painted and the roof has been repaired.  Inside the floors have been sanded and stained, the wall paper has been repaired and replaced, all matching the original wallpaper in the actual house and the electrical wiring replaced so that the chandeliers and wall sconces all light.  You must come to see this beautiful house.
WORK DAYS
We will be holding workdays on the following days:

Saturday November 10 



9 am to Noon

Saturday December 8



9 am to Noon

Saturday December 15



9 am to Noon

 If you can lend a couple of hours we need you.  Please call ahead to Headquarters to let us know if you can help.

HEADQUARTERS OPEN

Headquarters will be open, in addition to the work days listed above, to view the dollhouse and purchase that special item for holiday giving on:


Saturday December 22



1 pm to 4 pm
2007/2008 CALENDAR
	DATE
	TIME
	LOCATION
	EVENT

	Sat. November 10, 07
	9 am – 12 pm
	M
	Work Day

	Sun. November 18, 07
	5 pm – 8 pm
	F
	Covered Dish Supper & Program

	Sat. December 1, 07
	10 am – 5 pm
	O
	4th annual Antique Show

	Sun. December 2, 07
	11 am – 4 pm
	O
	4th annual Antique Show

	Sat. December 8, 07
	9 am – 12 pm
	M
	Work Day/HQ Open

	Sat. December 15, 07
	9 am – 12 pm
	M
	Work Day/HQ Open

	Sat. December 22, 07
	1 pm – 4 pm
	M
	Headquarters Open

	Sun. January 20, 08
	1 pm
	M
	Annual Meeting, Officer Elections & Program


Location Codes:
F
Fairmount Presbyterian Community House, Route 517

M
Society Headquarters 60 Water Street, Mountainville

O
Old Turnpike School, Route 517
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